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Mo. 9/7/2013-NE-ll
Government.of India / HIET TIHR
Ministry of Home Affairs / 7g #Tera
NE Division/ti‘:érTﬁTﬁﬁﬂ?T

e st : ‘ '
Govermenert of ndia ' North Block, New Delhi — 110001
AATe selieh, A% fwelr — 110001

- Dated - May, 2013

Order 15 MAY 2013

Sub: First Appeal filed by Shri Dipankar Khanna under Section 19(1) of the RTI Act, 2005.

o ¢ ok e e
Whereas this Division réceived an RT| application dated 04.01.2013 (on transfer from
- Ministry of Externai Affairs on 29.01.2013) seeking information regarding “ Movement of Tai

Situpa in India/abroad. |

2. | find that the CIPO had responded to the RT| application vide letter dated
31.01.2013. The applicant vide his_ letter da'ted‘ 24.02.2013 had Sought»some additional
mformat:on regarding * ‘restriction of movement of Tai Situpa in Indla & Abroad”. The CPIC
after examining the same again responded Vlde response dated 13 03.2013. The applicant
has now filed an Appeal dated 26.03. 2013 against CPIO’s reply dated 13.03.2013. The
applicant in his Appeal has challenged CPIO’s reply dated 13.03.2013? on the ground that the
CPIO has n.ot given any reason in support of his reply that the infoirmatioﬁ is exempt from

disclosure under section 8({a) of the RTI Act, 2005.

3. The matter-has been examined in the light of the grounds ;advanced.in the Appeal
and the response of the CIPO. Whereas it is observed that the CPIOéhas examined the issue
raised by the applicant thoroughly and-had furnished the reply approprlately in accordance
with the provisions st:pulated under RTI Act, 2005.

4. HH Tai Situpa is a foreigner and he do_es not presently holjdgféért_ificéte of Idehtity
issued by the Government of india. Resf_rit:tion on HH Tai Situpa is aésecurity related concern

“and:therefore is exempt from disclosure under section 8(1) {a) of the RTI Act, 2005.




‘5, . Thus, the appe_al _stands disposed off accordingly.
/ 6. An Appeal, if any, lies on the Central Informatlon Commassmner New Delhi, w1th|n a
' / perlod of 90 days from the date of receipt of this commumcatlon . _
/ : Your_srfziithfully,

| !‘5\5 \W]’b
(Shambhu Sihgh)
Joint Secretary & Appellant Authority
~ Telefax :23094648

To

: /Shavme;

S/o Krishen Lal Khanna,

B 1207-1208 Mantri Tranquil,
Gubbalala Village,

Banglore 560061

Copy to:-

gael__.
1. Shri Satpal Chauhan, Joint Secretary (Admn) & Nodal Officer (RTI), Mlmstry of Home @/“HV
\S S\r) Affairs, Room no. 9, North Block, New Delhi -

2. S Shambhu S. Kumaran, D|rector (East As;a); Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi
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BEFORE SHRIL SHAMBHU SINGH JOINT SECRETARY (’\IE) AND THE COURT
OF TIBST APPEAL UNDER THE RTE ACT OF, 2005 s==—""""

APPEALUNDER 58CTION 15 OF THE RTT ACT, 2003 AGAINST DEEMED

A

REFUSAL OF INFORMATION UNDER RTT ACT, 2005

DIPANKAR KHAKNA ovvessesserrsssonsrern APPELLANT
VS, (
CPIO & DIRECTOR CPIO, MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS mEAQ AP 0L

The appellant submiis as undern:

1. The appelant bad made an application on 04.01.2013 under the RTI Act, 2665 to

a
the Minisiry of External Affairs (RMEA} seeking information to the

Lspecial restrictions imposed on the movement of H.H. Tal Situpa.
Vide letter dated 08.01.2013 bearing No. RTY/851/22/2013 the Under Secreiary

(RTY) informed me that since the information seught perfained {o the Ministry of
Home Affairs, my application had been forwarded te the Ministry of Home
Affairs. A copy of the leffer is annexed hereto and marked Apnexure §

The Divector and CPID in the Mipistry of Home Affairs by his letter dated

7,_,‘«"""%& $1.2613 bearing No. %/7 2%13—1‘% ﬁmsiﬁ {E @‘i’previéino the pecessary

e B AT AT o T,
o 13 T R s

information mevely sifiod ﬁa‘ﬁt since Ta: &ﬁupa {TSR) is nuot 2 citizen of Dudia kis
mavement within India is subject (o Hules, Repulations and sther Securify
concerns. A copy of the said letier is apnexed hereto and marked Annexure 1L
4. The aforesaid veply clearly evades information asked for as the information
sought for by me was also with regards to the restrictions imposed on HH, Tai
SHupa on his travels ouiside India and uot only on hiis travels within our the
country and on which there is no restriction for providing information within th
RTL Therefore the question of alleged “security concerns” bas been raised with
a view 1o {ien}f information asked {or by me. The reply therefore amount to
deemed refusal to furnish information or denial of information by falsely
bringing in the question of “sccurity concerns™ in order to falsely claim the
immunity from furpishing information to which I am rightfully entitled.
In order to sort ouf the matter and make CPI0 appreciate the matier, I, in my
fetter dated 24.02.2013 furnished clarifications. A copy of the letter is annexed

L

fierets and marked Annesure TIL




-3

g,

cipimed that the additignal information is ex#m‘pi‘eﬁ frem diselasare m-é-e.-z‘
section 8 (1) {a) of the RTT Act, 2005, While deing so, the PIQ has not given any
reasons. The cepy of the said letter is annexed hereto and marked Annexure TV,
Yhile all along i has been contented by the MEA that the matier concernad the
MHA, surprisingly CPIO Ministry of External Affairs by his lefier dated
08.02.2013 bearing number E/S51/02/2013-RTT has informed that B H. Tai
Situpa is not an Indian citizen and therefore 2 foreigner and therefore falls
outside the purview of the RTI Act, 2003, Also it has been elaimed that the
information sought is exempt under section 8 (I} {z) of the RTI Act, 2005, A copy
of the aforesaid letter is annexed hereie and marked annesure V.

it is strapge that while the PTO first took a stand that the matter concerned the
Ministry of Home Affairs and MHA did nof send a reply (which #self amounted
a deemed refusal of information) in & complete volie Tace the same PIO has now

3

under his letier 08.02.2613 has not given the reasons to claim that B.H. Tai
Situpa being a foreigner, the informatisu concerning him is not covered under
section & (1) {a) of the BT Act, 2005, The POI has thereby admitted that the
information sought concarnad the MEA and I have been mistakenly led to
believe that the concerned matier was with MHA.

In order io rafuie the contention taken with a‘ag:&g‘d to the itizenship of HLH. Tal
Situpa, I draw atiention o my confentions in paras 2 to 8 of my letter dated
(33.03.2013 addressed to Siri Shambhu 8. Kanmrzm, the Appelate antharity in
HMEA. A copy of my letter is annexed hereto and marked as Annexnre VL Mo
reply has been given to me to the said lette

Aggrievedly the deemed refusal/attempied deninl of inﬁ}rmaﬁﬁm 1 hereby file
ier section 19 of the RTT Act, 201

¥

this anneal auainst the order of the CPID un

2

With kind regards

Yours Sincerely

ﬁ/bww"?

\
1

ankar Khanpa

s/o Krishen Lal Khanna
B 1207-1208 Mantyi Tranguil, Gubbalala Village,
Off Kanakapura Main Road , Bangalore 5609061, el as gbove

Yeriticater: 1 affirm that what is stated herein above is vue fo my knowledge and belief,

Dipankar E{;a}\rj/
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