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Government of India / AT TLHR
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NE Division / qafet 9y
North Block, New Delhi - 110001
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Dated 16" April, 2014

hri Rahant Chakma,

Surya Global Steel Tubes Ltd.,

Survey No. 188/189, Anjar Mundra Highway,
Village-Bhuvad, Gujrat, PIN- 370130

Sub: Information under Right to Information Act, 2005-reg.
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Sir,
Please refer to your RTI Application dated 18.03.2014 wherein you have
sought information regarding Chakma refugee issue.

2. A copy of the Minutes of the Joint High Power Committee Meetings on
Chakma issue held under the chairmanship of JS (NE) on 09.01.2012 and
26.10.2012 is enclosed. No other information is available with NE Division. -

3. A copy of your application has been forwarded to the concerned CPICs of the
NE State Goverments/MHA, to provide necessary information.

4. If you are not satisfied with the reply, you can make an Appeal as per
provisions of the RTI Act, 2005 to Shri Shambhu Singh, Joint Secretary (NE), Room
no. 1089-C, Ministry of Home Affairs, North Block, New Delh: 110001, within one
month from the date of receipt of this communication.

Encl. as above

Yours faithfully,

~
(J.P.N. Singh)
Director (NE) & CPIO
Telefax: 23092485

1. ~“Mahendra Kumar, Deputy Secretary (C} & CPIO, MHA, NDCC-{! Building,
New Delhi-w.r.t letter no. 26030/78,2014-1C-Il dated 31° March, 2014.
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f MINUFES OI‘ lHE FIRST MEETING OF THE JOINT HIGH POWLR

CGMMITTEE CONSTITUTED VIDE GOVERNMENT .OF INDIA’S ORDER
NO. 13/2/2010~NE—II DATED 10/08/2010 FOR RESOLUTION OF CHAKMA AND
HAJONG RET‘UGEE ISSUE OF "TARUNACHAL PRADESH, ON 9"
JANUARY, 2012 BANQUET HALL ITANAGAR

The ‘ﬁr‘st meeting. of the Joint High Power Commiitee constituted j;ride Govt.
of [ndia’s order‘I\Ilo.l?:/Z/Z()lO-Nﬁ-l1, dated 10.08.2010 for resolution of Chakma axﬁd '
Hajong refugee issue of Arunach.al Pradesh held its first meeting on 9 Ja.nuary, 2012 at
Banquet Hall, N1t1v1ha1 Itanagar under the Chanmanshlp of Shri Shambhu Singh, Joint

Secretary (NE) to the Govt of India Mlmstry of Home Affairs, New Delhi. The
foilowmg were pres_ent at the_meetm 2, |
H Shri Shémbhu Singh, .Toii_lt Secretar:y (NE), to Govt. Qf India, Chairman.
2) Shui S.N.Garg, Under Se.creta.ry, Ministry of Home affairs.
3)  Shii G.N.éhﬂm,_l_FS, Add].PCCF, Govl. of Arunachal Pradesh..
4) Smti .Indra Mallo Jain, TAS, Sécretary (Politi;:al), Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh.
5).  Shri R:K.Shai'ma, Deputy Commiséioner Lohit District, Arunachal Praﬁesh

o) Shri Pige Ligu, Deputy Commlssmnel Papumpare District, Arunachal
- Pradesh.

7 - Shri K. Riram, OSD to Hon’ble Chief Minister, Govt. of Aruvnachal Pradesh.

8) Shri M.C.Roy, Addl, Deputy Conunissioner, Changlang District, Arunachal
Pradesh. = '

9) Sbhri Tayi Taggu, Extra Asstt. Comissioner, Balijan, Arunachal Pradesh.
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1) Shri Hengo Basar, Extra Asstt.Commissioner, Bordumsa, .Arunéchal Pradesh.
11)  Ms. B. Leibarg, Circle Ofﬁcér (Changlang) Arunachal Pradesh.
12)  Shri Nabam Tamar, Vice President, All Arunachal Pradesh Students Tnion.

13)  Shri Tyum Poyonﬁ-, General Secretary. All. Arunachal Pradesh Students
Union. ‘ .

14)  Shri T.T.Tara, Legal Advisor to All Arunachal Pradesh Students Union.
15) Shri Tony Pe:till, Legal Advisor 1o All Arunachal Pradesh Students Union.

16) - Shri Adesh Chandra I-Iajon_g, Executive Member — CCRCHAD (Cormumittee

for Citizenship Rights of the C'hakma and Hajongs of Arunachal Pradesiy).

17) Shri Bimal Kanti Chakma, Executive Member- CCRCHAP (Committee for
Citizenship __Rig_hts' of the Chakma and Hajongs of Arunachal Pradesh). :

18)  Shri Arindam Dewan, execulive Mermber- . CCRCHAP (Committee for .

Citizenship Rights of the Chalma and Hajongs of Arunachal Pradesh).

19y Shii Santogh . Chakma, General “Secretary, 'CCRCHAP: (Committee . for
Citizenship Rights of the Chakma and Hajongs of Arunachal Pradesh).

At the outset Smti Indra MaLiQ I ain Ségretal‘y. (Political), Govt. of Axunachal

Pradesh weleomed everyone present and gave a brief introduction to the problem. of

Chakma-Hajong refugees 1n Arunachal Pradesh. Sh(;'highiighted the issue of land

epcroachment, problem of permanent settiement of the refugee population and their

citizenship issue. The original authorized ‘settiement area during 1964-69 was 424024 '

hectares has now increased to-almost By' way of encroachment on reserved forest area and
indigenous ownexship ‘of land. As per the 2010-11 special Survey Report in Lohit,

Changlang, and Papumpare districts, the 130pﬁiation of Chakma-Hajongs are 53730. The
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bpeczal Survey Repmt also shows that 1here are 220 registered criminal cases wgamaf

Chakmas and Hajongs besides othel land encroachment cases. The Specml Survey

* Reports have also documeited in detail the refugee families who settled between 1964-69

and those who settled later uhauthorizédly in . Arunackal Pradesh. The Secretary '_stat'ed
that the Government ié keen to find a long-term solution fo the problem.

| The Chairman addressed the meeting and outlined thé structure.of discussion
to start with representétivcsi_of the State Government, Chakma-Hajongs, and the AAPSU
(All Arunachal Pradesh Students Unioﬁ). First, the Dy. Commissibner Lohit District, Shri
RXK. Shamma appraiéed -the Iléuse how the Chalqﬁa- aﬂd Hajong people hz_lve been.
migratory inhabi’tants who have moved from the: original s‘e‘rtlem.ent areas, and even
encroached upon resewed fmest arcas. Their populatlon growth has also been mamlo .
posing 1ssues of mlercommumty 1elatlons Hc stated that Govt. ploglammes and schemes
are 'being extended in. Chaluna-HaJ;o;lg areas. School' famhtles under SSA and FHealth
facilities under the NRI—IM are being p10v1ded However, PDS’is not bemg p1ov1ded to

them. As far as pending: cmzenshlp apphcatlons are 0011ce1nec1 he pomted out th'\L the

formal inquiries may have to be done again due to a Iong lapsé of time. At the same time

he expmssed concern. about recent-activities of orgamzed crime in Chakma-Hajong arcas,
besicles a large oumber of pendmg onmmal 'md f01est encmachment cases in both

Changlang and Lohit district.
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The Chairman directed the Deputy Commissioner, Lohit to submit a detailed
report on organized crime and armed struggle training reported from these aress.
Thereafler, the Chairman announced that the afternoon session shall consist of an hour

long face-to-face discussion between the All Arunachal Pradesh Students Union

(AAPSU) and the Chakma-Hajong community representatives only. He instructed them

to sit Légetjlel‘ face-to-face and discuss the issue and report to the house views of both the
parties present.’

T he'meeting then went ahead with the address of Shri Santosh Chakma,
General Secretary CCRCHAP (Committee for Citizenship rightsr of the .Chakmas and
Hajongs of Arunachal Pradesh) who first of all thanked the Government of India, and the
Government of Arunachal Pradesh for accommodating the Chakma and Hajong people
for the Jast 47 years. He stated that he hoped the meeting will resuit in amelioration of the
problenis of basic facilities being faced by the Chakma-Hajong people. He raised the
following points for consideration on humanitarian grounds-enrollment in voter list, more
ang;anwadi centres ‘.for Chakma-Hajong selllement areas particularly in Miao 15
Assembly Constituency where there are no anganwadi centres, houschold electricity
connections in Lohit distsict and in Bordumsa and Kharsang, limited issue of birth
cerlificates, type of domicﬁe certificate for seeking Government employment, steps for
flood control, particularly in the Noa Diling river area where 13 sq. kms are flood

affected, cadastral swrvey to deal with landlessiess among Chakma-Hajong . According
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to him the population growth of Chakma-Hajong is natural growth and that there are
three generations alive in Arunachal Pradesh. in 1964 approximately 14,000 people had
increased to 32,196 in 1991 over a period of 27 years. He also accepted that Chakma-

Hajong of Deban settlement migrated and settied on reserved forest areas. He tried 1o

make a case for regularization of this seitlement on reserved foresi area similar to

treatment given to Tangsa indigenous tribe of Arunachal Pradesh in 1975. Therefore he
recommended de-reservation of areas like Haripumn,Ratnapur, and Dumpatra. He also
urged the administration to take stern action against criminals belonging to Chalma-
Hajong community as per law, as criminal elements are found in every community. At
the same time he clabmed that the response flom the police administration is not
encouraging in the matter of drugs where no support is forthcoming. He however, assured
of full cooperation with the administration. |

The next spealker invited by the chairman was Shri T.T.Tara, Legal Advisor to
the AAPSU. He stressed that the focus should be on grant of citizenship issue to Chakma-
Hajongs, as the Government of Arunachal Pradesh is already providing all welfars
schemés to the Chakma-Hajong refugees. He stated that a field visil is necessary to
corroborate the findings of the Special Survey, and the actual.ground reality, before any
resolution 1s adoptcd.‘ Further, he quoted the constitutional safeguards applicable to
Arunachal under Part X of the constitution as per the Bengeﬂ Eastern Frontier Regulation

Act, 1873, and the Chin Hills Regulation Act, 1896. Under the Benga! Eastern Frontier
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Regulation Act, 1873, all non local natives require a ‘pass’ to pass through, and that no

person who is not a native ef the district shall acquire any interest, in a ‘lal."ld or the
‘produce of the land.

Further,_under the Chin Hills RegulatiOn Act, 1896, the adminisiration 18
empowered to extern any pelson ﬁot bemg a natwe of the area 1f his p1esenee is found
1nj uuous to the peace and good adnnmstration of Govemmem Thus, he urged for the
cleportaﬂon of the Chalima-Haj ong reﬁgees from the state of Amnachal Pradesh. He also
delﬁauded a speeial package to address employment issues to ‘dispos.e Chakma and
I—Iaj ong refugees ﬁ'em Arunachal Pradesh. Lastly, he i;rged for more time for breparation

and intimation of at 1east one month befcne the next meetmg of the committee. Mr. T. T.

Tara dlso quoted ﬁom white pape1 of the Govi of Aiunachal Pladesh published in 1996,

the historical 1ette1 of Shn P.N. Luth.la Adwsm to the Government of N]J}*A of 1964
addlessed to Shrt U Chakma Pohueal Officer, Pa51ghat whe1e111 he mentions how the
first bateh of 490 Chak:ma Hajong refugees were settled i Aruuachal at the sole initiative
of Shri UL Chakma w1thout getimg pn01 app1ova1 of the administration. |

' The’ Chalrman declaled that the alm of the committee is also fo cxea‘Ee an
atmosphele and 51tuat1011 to reduce c11mmahty He fen proposeel a core group of only

olficials to monitor the progress on the issue.
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The meeting then adjourned for Junch. After tunch, as per guidance of the
Chairman, both éhalmm-[—lajong and AAPSU representatives engaged in face-to-face
dialogue by themselves, for over an hour in a separate conference room.

When the meeting reassembled, Shri Tony Pertin, Legal Advisor to AAPSU,
addressed the house about the conclusions of the dialogue between the AAPSU and
Clmkmadiajong representatives. He stated that AAPSU is willing to support integrated
and sustainable development projects in Chakma-Hajong settlement areas if they are able
to identify the people who were allotted settlement during 1964-69, and they check the
crimunal activities in the area.

He also demanded that the AAPSU- repreéentatives should be made full
fledged members of the Joint High Power Committee Since four Chakma representatives
are in the committee. He demanded that, an equal number of four AAPSU representatives
must also be made members of the committee by the Govt. of India, He pointed out that
the meeting’s agenda items show concern only fér the Chakma-Hajong peoples and no
concern for the indigenous Arunachalee. He emphasized that the citizenship issne is the
priority and that we cannot delve into other subjects without resolving it first. From a
human rights perspective, Shi Tony Pertin drew attention to the patriotic nature of
Arunachal Pradesh in adoption of the 3 language formula, and compulsory learning of the

national anthem.
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He poinfed out how the Government must realize that like the other side of the
coin, the Chakma-Hajong refupee issue can also be interpreted as violation of the human
nights of the indigenous Arunachalees who are citize_:ns of India. He demonstrated the
threat to the local indigenoﬁs tribes of Arunachal Pradesh by the growing numbers of the
Chalkma-Hajong. The indigenous Singpho Tribe who number only 5000 as per the 2001
census are the smallest-tribe in Arunachal Pradesh, and the Chakma-Hajong refugees are
concentrated in exactly the Singpho area, outnumbering and reducing them to a minority
i Diyun and Bordumsa areas of Changlang district.

Similatly, the Khampti tribes also face the threat of being swamped and
dominated by these settlers and their growing numbers.

However, he added that we can still think of embracing the Chakma-Hajong
refugees settled between 1964-69 share the national burden. This requires field
verification. Therefore, time can be given to the Chakma representatives (o verify by
themselves as to the actual figure of those Chalana-Hajong 1‘efdgee families settled in
Arunachal belv;een 1964-1969. On this positive note, the AAPSU also cautioned the
Chakmea-Hajong representatives not to confront, but to cooperate with the state 1o resolve
the vexed issue.

| The chairman suggested that it should be a joint field verification to that both

sides are satisfied of its veracity. This was agreed to.
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The meeting ended with vote of thanks to the Chairman, all members of the

committee, special invitees, and all department staff,

. Sd/-
(SHAMBHU SINGH)

Joint Secretary (NE-ID-Cum-Chairman,
of the Joint [Higher Power Commitiee,
Government of India,
Ministry of Home Affairs, New Delhi,

Fax No.
Memo No. Pol-23/2002/Vol-II Dated Itanagar, the 2012,
Copy to:-
1. The Secretary to the Governor, of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar for
~ information.
2, The PPS to Hon’ble Chief Minister, Government of Arunachal Pradesh,
Itanagar for information.
3. The PS to Chief Secretary, Government of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar for
iformation. ' :
4. All Committee Members and Special Invitees. .

(INDRA MALLO-JAIN)
Secretary (Political)
Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh,
Itanagar.
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MINUTES OF THE zND JOINT I—IIGH POWER COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON
. 26/10/2012 AT BANQUET. HALL, ITANAGAR AT 1100 HRS UNDER THE
CHAIRMANSHIP OF SRI SHAMBIU SINGH, JOINT SECRETARY N.E.-TI, MHA,
' GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.

The 2™ Meeting of the Joint High Power Committee was held under the Chairmanship of

~ Sri Shambhu Smcrh Joint Secretary, N E. —1I, MHA, Govemmem Of 1Rdia to discuss the issue

relating to Chakma—ﬂajong refugee issue. The meeting was attended by the 1eplesenmtwes from
the State Government, Deputy Comlmssmnel of affected Districts viz. Tirap, Chanolang, Lohit
and Papum Pa1e official Teplesentatwe from Depaltmem of Forest, represematwes from All

Arunachal Pradesh Student Umon (AAPSU) and representatwes from the Chakma and Hajong.

Smt. Indra Malio Jain, Secretary (Pohtlcal) while ‘welcomin g the members to the meeting
apprised the problem 1e!atmg to granting of cntlzenshlp rlght to the Chakma and Hajong and their
1ehabihtat10n issue. She aiso 111f0rmed that as per the decision taken in the first Joint ngh Power
Committee meeting held on 9th January’ 2012 the Jomt veuﬁcatmn exercise is yet to be carried

out in the affected diSU‘lCtS.

Sri Shambhu bmgh Chairiman Joint High Power Committee, Whlle addresmng the house
said that the carrying out Of‘ survey is not the core issue but the real issue is to arrive at final

consensus so as to avert any further comphcames He also gave assurance to the representative of

- AAPSU with regard to Government of India’s commitment to take up matter on priority basis.

He invited the representatives to take part in the deliberation for fruitful discussion.

The lepresentatwes from the Chakma—Hajono Committee for Citizenship while
adcilessmg the house read out the populatlon censtis .as per the survey. conducted by therm and

also appused their 1ecommendat1011 tO the Joint High Power Commlttee which includes special

package to Chakma-IHajong, issue relatmg to Teglstration and 1ehab1htat;on provmon for certain

percentage in Governiment job i in the State. ..

811 T. T. Tara, Legal Adwsm (AAPSU) while takmg part in the dehbelat on informed

. that the issue cannot be resclved sxmply by clammg cltlzenshlp to the Chakma-11 a_]OﬂW refugees
o which the Apex student body nevel objected to and reiterated theu demand t hat they are

' aframst granting the APST status to. them and refused to-accept the, survey report sul bmitted by

the Chakma Hajong which shows 1ot of dlSCTepanmee and variation of actual figure. As pel the

1




o deelslon of ﬁrst Joint H1gh Powe1 Commlttee the survey was to be. can 1ed out _jOlntly Whe1 éas it

- has been. 1ndependently done by- the Chakma-l-lajong and Govt of Ar unaeha Pladem whe1e1n o

the AAPSU representative have not pa1t1e1pated He requested f01 oauymg out'J omt verlﬁeatton -

survey of the same. He also impressed- upon that the field verification work i.e. head countmo of
Chakma—l—lajong Lefugees 111 the affected D1stuet should be carried out on time. bound ba51s
stuotly adhe1 ing to the s1tuat1on of 1964 69 i.e., head countmg would be appheable to onty those
* who 1mgrated in between 1964-69 and wete allotted blocks for their temporary settlement He

called upon the Chairman to verify the status enjoyed by these refugees in other state-of North
east like Mizoram, Trlpura 'md Assam so as to work out modalmes for theu' 1ehab1l1tatlon before

carrying out the verification survey wor k.

Representatlves from other government department also partlmpated in the dellberatlon-

and ra1sed eettam 1mportant issues like encroaehment of: reselved folest area and illegal

occupation of pr ivate pioper’ues Govt Land. Sri Hengo Basar, LlalSOI’l ‘Officer for’ Chakma atd ‘
Hajong 1ssue also appused the problem created by the refugees obsttuetmﬂr the deveIOpment '

~ work in these districts. The Deputy Comnussmnel Changlang while briefing the s1tuatton of the

District informed that the present. relat1on betweeu the Alunaehalee Tubes and .the letugees is
very hostile as the Chakma and Ha]ong 1efugees often fail to comply with the Ozdels of the

DlStI‘lCt Admmlstration

Sri Shambhu Smgh Chauman Jomt ngh Power Committee whlle respmdmcr to the

quest1on ratsed by Sri'T. T. Tara, Legal Adviser (AAPSU). informed that there IS 10 Ay paekage

© under 1mplementat1on for the Chakma and Hajong in these three States. He also mfouned that

since there is acule shortage of land it s praetleally not viable to 1ehab1 itate these refugee

7 populatton in plaees like Dhubn in Assam or any other places. He: made it cleal that the Mmlsuy '

of Home Affairs- cannot be involved.in, eanymg aut house to house survey due to shortage of
time as well as manpowe1 He suggested ‘that the saime should be done - involving the

repr esentative from AAPSU DiStl‘lCt Admuusttaﬂon replesentmg the State Government and the

representatives from Chakma and Ilajong and to work out the modus operandi. He 'ISSUlCCl thaf™

the financial expenses: towards the survey wo1l< would be borne by the Govemment of lndla and

would be pr ovided directly to the Seoreta1y (Political); Govemmem of Arunacha Ptadesh While

responding to the status- ~quor issue. he assu1ed that wlule conducting the smvey 1964- 69 sxtuat ion




wdl be stuctly adheled to In th1s 1egald he suggested for constitution of C01e Commntcc
comprising : the representative from both the side mvolvmg the Government "ol Arunachal
Pradesh. He also took ser1ous note of the issue raised by the Forest Depa1tment regarding
enmoachment and destructmn of Forest Land and asked the Chakma and Hajong 1epresentatwe

to abstam from such Jllegal activities.

. ?;:;Mf
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Aftel threadba1e d1scuss1on on 1he issue and takmg note of the sentiment C‘{plESSEd by

both the part1es fol lowmg 1esolut10n was adopted by the house:

1. A State Leve] Core Committee be constituted chaired‘by the Secretary (Poxlitical)

Govt. of A1unachal Pradesh comprtsmg representanve from AAPSU, Chakmna-

B Hajong (thlee membms each) a[ongthh the District Admmlstratlon of the affected

Distri 1cts as the rep1esentatwe of State Govemment The list of representatwes from
~each party be blel‘l’lItted for issue of notification on 29/ 10/2012 (Monday).

2. The Core Commutee will hold its first suttmg on 03/11/2012 at 1100 hrs in the office

chamber of the Secr ctary (Political), Govt. of A.P. ltanagar to discuss and work out

the modus operandi for. carrying out the joint verification survey specifically to .

identify the refugees migrated between 1964-69 and to arrive at actual figure.
3. The deadline. for. completion of joint .veriﬂca,tion to- be carried out by the Core

Committee is fixed on 28" Febru.ary’ 2012, as agréed_ upon by all the membérs. ,.
' 3

The meetmg ended with vote of thanks by Smt Indra Mallo Jam IAS, Secretary

(Political), Govi. of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar

~ Sd/- Sri Shambhu Singh, IAS
Joint Secretary, NE-II" *
Ministry of Home Affairs, GOI
_ New Delhi
Copy to:

All concerned for information.

(Indra Mallo Jain), TAS
Secretary (Political)
Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh

[tanagar :
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Receipt :
Electronically Transferred Language English
Type of Receipt : from Other Public of Request |
Authority :
Name : Rahant Chakma Gender : Male
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surya global steel tubes ltd, survey no.1 88/189, Anjar mundre |

| dd D . .
| Address : o pway | vilk Bluvad, Pin370130 |
State : Guarat Country : India
1ails not provi i -95379962 ]
Phone No. : Detalls not provided M;l:(l)ll(‘: +01-9537996271 |

Email : rahan.ind@gmail com

Status(Rural/Urban) Rural Education
: Status :. !
fetter No. : Details not provided Letter Details not provided
Date : ‘
Is Requester Below No Citizenship Indian |
Poverty Line ? : : Status ;
| Amount Paid : 0 Mode of Payment Gateway | \;
| Payme nt a
Mode(s) of Hard Copy I_NLV\X\\QV\M
information Supply : /o,k
Does it concern the Detalls not provided. Request MAHENDRA
life or Liberty of a Pertains to KUMAR, :
- Person 7 : : DS(CIT AFT\SI]IP)
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/7/6 k WY 1.Why central anct Arunachal Praciesh govt. is not giving
citizenship {0r our chakma caste
2. Why Arunachal Pradesh govt. ban all faciiities to chakma
caste like Ration .electricity and govt. Employment
3 Why the AAPSU & PPA party against for citizenship of the |

i
|
E
i
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U chakima caste '
@/\}\ 4. Wheather Assam govt. has any record relating to chakma
e M when nugrated from Assani to Arunachal
AR e
Gﬂ‘ 5. Why the Guwahati High court has declared Arunachal

" Information Sought .paima as foreigners.

' 6.In Which vear chakma peoples got citizenship in Tripura
Mizoram, Assam, Meghalaya and West Bengal g
7 What is the present chakma population in Arunachal
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RT1 Details

. Pradesh govt. Record

: 8. chakmas living in Tripura, Meghalaya, Assam, West
Bengal and Mizoram provided citzenship but why central
govt. and state govt. not providing citizenship to Arunachal
, Pradesh chakma
9. Why the supreme cowt and the cenirai govt. is not taking
decision about citizenship for the chakma
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