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NHRC takes suo motu cognizance of media reports about the death of four accused in
Telangana rape and murder case in a police encounter; orders for spot inquiry by its
investigation team

New Delhi, December 6, 2019

The National Human Rights Commission, NHRC, India has taken suo motu cognizance of
media reports that the four accused, arrested by the police in connection with the rape and
murder of veterinarian doctor in Telangana, have died in an encounter with the police at 3:00
AM this morning. As per reports, all four accused, were taken to the scene of the crime
around 60 Km from Hyderabad for a re-construction as part of the investigation. As per
police version, one of the accused signaled to the others, possibly to escape and they tried to
snatch weapons from the police personnel when the police fired on them and they died
allegedly in cross firing.

The Commission is of the opinion that this matter is required to be probed very
carefully. Accordingly, it has asked its Director General (Investigation) to immediately send
a team for a fact finding on the spot investigation into the matter. The team of the
Investigation Division of the Commission headed by an SSP, is expected to leave
immediately and submit their report, at the earliest.

The Commission has already taken cognizance of the increasing cases of rapes and sexual
assault on women across the country and a detailed report has been called for from the all
State governments and police heads as well as from the Union Ministry of Women & Child
Development. A number of such cases including the Telangana case had forced the
Commission to intervene into the matter.

The Commission has already expressed its view that there is lack of “Standard Operating
Procedure” to immediately respond to the panic situations by the police authorities. The
Commission has been insisting upon all law enforcing agencies to keep human rights angle in
their view while dealing with the persons arrested by them or being kept in their custody. The
right to life and equality before law are the basic human rights recognized and granted by the
Constitution of India.
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