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CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY OF INDIA - VOLUME XII

Tuesday, the 24th January 1950 <

The Constituent Assembly met in the Constitution Hall, New Delhi, at Eleven of the Clock, Mr.
President (The Honourable Dr. Rajendra Prasad), in the Chair.

TAKING THE PLEDGE AND SIGNING THE REGISTER

The following Members took the Pledge and signed the Register :-

Shri Ratnappa Bharmappa Kurnbhar (Bombay States).

Dr. Y. S. Parmar (Himachal Pradesh}.
STATEMENT RE: NATIONAL ANTHEM

My President: There is one matter which has been pending for discussion, namely the question
of the Nationul Anthem. At one time il was thought that the matter might be brought up before
the House and a decision taken by the House by way of a resolution. But it has been felt that,
instead of taking a formal decision by means of a resolution, il is better if I make a statement
with regard to the National Anthem. Accordingly I make this statement.

The composition consisting of the words and music known as Jana Gana Mana is the National
Anthem of India, subject to such alterations in the words as the Government may authorise as
occasion arises; and the song Vande Mataram, which has played a historic part in the struggle
for Indian freedom, shall be honoured equally with Jana Gana Mana and shall have equal status
with it. (Applause). I hope this will satisfy the Members.

English translation

’.’ i R a
“.iRabindranath Tagore
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