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Februar g, 2014

Central Public Information Ofﬁ(‘eri’;: e
Ministry of Home Affairs. SRR
North Block.

New Delhi-110 008

Sub: Reguest under RTI Act. 2005 on Hon'ble Home Minister’s letters to
Chief Ministers on wrongful arrest of Muslim vouths in terror related cases.

Dear Sir ‘Madam,

i It has widelv been reported in the media (Scptember Octaber, 2013) that the
Shiri Suchil Mumar Shinde. Hon'ble Home Mintster hos wiitten letter/letters
to Hon'ble Chief Ministers of different states asking 2sem to ensure that no

Musling vouths dre detained wrongfully in terror rclated cases. and striet

action should be taken againgt police officers for such “mala fide” arrests
(Annexure-1).
I1. It was further reported in that on January 19, 2014 that Hon'ble Home

Minister intended to write again to the Chiel Ministers to form committees to
cerutinize cases of detention of accused belonging to the minority

/\\' communities and take expeditious decisions (Annexure-2)
‘\< In view of the above propositions, the CPIO, MHA is requested to kindly provide e
Certified Copies of the following under the provisions of the RTI Act, 2005~
1. Master copies of the actual letter/communiqué/circulars by the Hon'ble Home
Minister referred at points I & 1.
5. Mermoranda reportedly received from ecivil society groups/victims on/of wrongful
. arrests prompting the Hon’ble Home Minister to write those letters.
. _3\."1, Complete file notes culininating in the decision of the Hon'ble Home Minister to
__tr,  write those letters.
\ <" 4.-Response/reactions to the above letiers from: First Secretaries/Principal
e N "~ Secretaries/Home Secretaries of different states.
/= i _,x’/
g e d The aforesaid documents might be mailed at the following address within 3o days -
Shri Privadarshi Dutta
91/A/1Ind Floor, Sukhbir Sadan.
~ Prateek Market,
Ak -/ Munirka,
! New Delhi-izo 067
0CopYINg

A TPO of Rs. 50/- onlv is attached as the fee and expected cost of phot
Yours faithfully

2/ /701

(Privadarshi Dutta
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States asked to ensure no Muslim is wrongh framed in terror cases
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Home Linister Sushilkumar Shinde. Fiie photo

Calling it unconstitutional, BJFP accuses Fome Minister of trying to divide nation on communal lines

Union Home Mintster Sushilkumar Shinde has, in a letter to all Chief Ministers, asked them 1o ensure that no
innocent Muslim vouth is wrongfuily detained In terror cases. He has favoured strict action against police officers
indulging in such “mala fide” arrests.

The letter, released on Monday, has stirred yvet another political controversvwith the BJP accusing Mr. Shinde of
“dividing the countrv on communal lines.”

“The Central gevernment has received several representations alleging harassment of innocent Muslim yvouth by law
enforcement agencies...Some of the minority youth have started feeling that they are deliberately targeted and
deprived [of] their rights. The govermnent has to ensure that ne innocent person is subjected to undue harassment,”
Mr. Shinde said in his letter.

Constitute special courts

Emphasising that the government 1s cominitted to combating terrorism in 2ll forms. the Minister asked the States to
constitute, in consultation with High Courts, special courts for speedy trial of these cases, and give priority to terror
cases.

Mr. Shinde further said though ensuring zere tolerance against terrorisim was a must; the law enforcement agencies
should maintain communal and social harmony while dealing with terrer cases.

Sirict znd prompt action should be taken against erring police officers where there are mala fide arrests of any
member of minority community. The wrongfulh arrested person should be released immediately and suitably
compensated and rehabilitated to join the mainstream, he added.

The issue of alleged wrongiul arrests is being repeatedly raised at various forums. While MPs have demanded
clarifieations on the same in Parliament. Minoritv Affairs Minister K. Rahman Khan had also written to Mr. Shinde
expressing concern over “wrong arrests” of Muslimn vouths in terror cases. Mr. Khan also highlighted alleged misuse
of the Uniawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) against minorities and called for special courts to ensure speedy
trial of all terror cases. i

Significantly, in May this vear. the Centre set up 39 special courts under the National Investigation Act Act Lo take
up terror-related cases.
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Suchilltumar Shinde to write fo Glis
sgain on cases against minority vouths

B Bauhansswar, Janoary 14, 2004 2007

$hinde said the committees shouid be different from the ones thal come undcr the provision of POTA.
After his recent advisory to state governments on release of minority vouths allegedly wrongfully booked.
Union Home Minister Sushilkumar Shinde on Sunday said he would soon write a second letter asking state
chief ministers to set up committees to scrutinise such cases.

T will srité a second letter to the states which will be sent in two to three days - Chief ministers will be asked

to form commitiees to scrutinise cases of deteniion of accused belonging 1o minority communities and take -

expeditiousdecisions.” Shinde told Ijeporters on the sideline of the gth Raising Day funchon of NDRF at

AMundali near Cuttack.

The committees should be different from the ones that come under the provision of POTA (Prevention of
Terrorism Act. 2002). the Home Minister said, pointing out that minority dees not mean only Muslims and
that there are other communities which come under the definition of minority.

The chief ministers would be advised to serutinise expeditiously the cases pending against vouths of various

minoritv communities who were languishing injatls for about 5-10 years, he said.

He said the Ministry of Home Affairs received a number of representations from different people which
claimed that their Kin were in jails for vears without facing trial in the court.

"That is why I had writlen to chief ministers to get matters inguired and those who would be found not guilty

should be released from jails immediately,” he said.

Asked if the BJP would 1ot take political benefit out of it, Shinde said, "If Bharativa Janata Party wants to
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ding informztion under the RTFACE

7 The 1S-} Division (IS Desk), RMinistry of Home pifsirs has no information in this
regerd. However, the maticr may peran to Director{1s-i). The RTI epplication s,
therefore, transferred io Director{IS-) under Section 6 (3) (i) of the RTI Act, 2005, with &

Fnol: As above.
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Director (15-11}, MHA, Norih Block, New Delhi.

Copy for informaetion to:

Lo vl BYoi e ot :
ShuePriyacarsm Ju

New Delhi-110067.
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