The East Punjab Opium Smoking
Act, 1948’

(EAsT Punyas AcT No. 25 oF 1943)
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An Act to provide for the centrol of the practice of opium smoking
and to secure ultimate prohibition of opium smoking in the East Punjab.

It is hereby enacted as follows—

1. Short title, extent and commencement—(1) This Act may be
called the Bast Punjab Opium Smoking Act, 1948.

1. BExtended to the Union Territory of Delhi vide Govt. of India Notification No.
8/2/49-Judl. Dated 2.3.1949,
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(2) Any registered smoker who has in his possession prepared
opium in contravention of the provisions of sub-section (1) shall, on con-
viction before a competent criminal court, be punished with imprisonment
which may extend to thre: months or with fine which may extend to two
hundred rupees or with both.

7. Punishment or manufacture, possession, smoking or use of prepared
opium by a person other than a registered smoker—Any person other than
a registered smoker who—

(a) manufactures prepared opium; or
(b) has in his possession any prepared opium; or

(c) has in his possession any pipes or other utensils or apparatus
used in connection with the manufacture or smoking of prepared opium;
or

{d) smokes or otherwise uses prepared opium;

shall on conviction before a competent criminal court be punished with
imprisonment which may extend to cne vear or with fine which may extend
to one thousand rupees or with both.

8. Punishment for allowing places to be used for the commission of
an offence or for selling or dealing in prepared opium —Whoever —

(a) being the owner or occupier or having the use of any place,
knowingly permits it to be used by any person other than a registered
smoker for manufactaring or smoking prepared opium; or

(b) sells or otherwise deals in prepared opium, shall, on coaviction
by a competent criminal court, be punished with imprisonment which may
extend to one year or with fine which may extend to one thousand rupees
or with both.

9. Power to iSsue wurrants —Any District Magistrate or Sub-
Divisional Magistrate who, upon information received and after such
enquiry (if any) as he considers necessary, has reason to believe that any

place is being or is likely to be used for the commission of an offence |

punishable under Section 7 or 8 may issue a warrant to an officer of the
Excise Department, not below the rank of a Sub-Inspector, empowering
him —

(a) to enter such place by day or night with any persons whose
assistance such officer may consider necessary;

(b) to searchall parts of such place in which such officer has reason
to believe that any opium or appliance for the preparation of opium or

for opium smoking is concealed and all or any persons whom he may find
in such place;

(c) toarrest all persons whom such officer may find in such place,
whether they are actually engaged in smoking opium or not;

(d) toseize all opium and appliances for opium smokiug or for the
manufacture of opium which may be found ia such place.

10. Power of entry, search seizure, arrest without warrant—(1) Any
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14. Officer of certain departinents 1o help excise officer—FEvery
officer of the Police and bLand Revenus Departments shall upon n¢ otice

given or request made, be legaily bound to give reasonzble aid to any Excise
e Officer in carrying out the provision of this Act.

15 Liability uf iicit articles to confisee
person for any oifencs under this Act
or any Instrument or Jppi a
offence has been committed, ¢
: such opiuni, insrument or
tents of such recepiacie, packag

-

v 16, Jurisdiction 1‘0 try o, :
B Magistrate of the first class shall try any

r any civii court agzmst {he
damages for anyaci in good
o)

Fthia / ;
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17. Bar to certain suits —MNo suit shalld
Chief Commissionsr or an }, Excise { .
faith done or ¢rdered to i

18. Power to make risles—(}1) The Chiel Commissioner may make such
rules as appears to it to be nscessary orf expedisnt for putting into effect

the provision of this Act.

. (2 In particular and
foregoing power such rules ma

(a) the authority by v
shall be prepared and maintaine

G
a.;

(b) the form and contents of the register;

(c) th
and the auth

e form ofu;)p.'ca n o x:.‘ﬁ
Woiity to whom such application shal

and the maaner o which
be submitted;

H ity F e a f:,\:%l AerfiRonie.
(d) the form of medical certificate;

' (e) the conditions aad restrictions su

: iact 10 which a registered
smoker may manufaciure, posssss of smoks

(f) regulatiog the disposal of things confiscated under Section 15; and

u
(g) the pavment of rewards out of {tues imposed under this Act.
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