MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
: NOTIFICP:TION ' :
New Delli, thel 6tfs June 1964

e GSR 850 —111 exerc1se of the powers conferred by sectlon 2 of t

. . Eerritories (Laws) Act, 1950 (30 of 1950), the Central Government. herebgrleerggrlx(c)lg
to" thHe ‘Union” terntory of "Delhi, the Madras Dramatic Performances Act, 1954
(Madras Act XXXIIT of 1954), as at present in force in the State of Madras sub<
Ject to the following - modlﬁcatmns, namely —

MODIFICATIONS

b Throughout ‘the Act for the expressmn' “State. Government” unless than

“Chief Commissioner” shall be ‘substituted-and there shall also be made in any

i sentence in which that expression occurs. such- consequent1al amendments as the
¢ : rules of grammar Inay, reqmre :
. ; s Throughout the Act for the expressmn “Fort St George_ Gazette;’,: f.he

expressron “De]hl Gazette” shall be subst1tuted

P Py e In sub sect1on (2) of section’ 1; for the words “State of Madras” th
“Union territory of Delh1” shall be subst1tuted e words

4 In sectlon 2 after clause (2), the followmg clause shall be 1nserted namely =
“(3) “Chref Comm1ssroner means the Ch1ef Comrmssmner of De1h1 2

“

5 ‘In sectlon 4-—-.( ‘-'

h¥ (i) in sub-sectmn (1), for the Words “The Commlssmner of Pohce in the
.. Presidency-town or the District Collector elsewhere” the Words
by : “The D1str1ct Maglstrate” shall be substltuted ;
B o (ii) in the proviso to sub-section (1), for the words. uthe ,oﬁicer who passed
J a _ such order may review it”, the words “the District Maglstrate may
R Teview such order” shall be subst1tuted and
(111) in the prov1so tolsub-section’ (2), ﬁorwt-he-words»“the Commissioner of .
SR PRI “Police or the District Collector as the case may be,”, the Words “the
Be ! D1str1ct Magxstrate” ‘shall“be subst1tuted
“:,: 0 ‘ vid . - -
ks { T i ; £ the Words “or the -,
© o an Dlstrlct Madlstrate” shall be substltuted Sty Tty : :
b (11) for tthe swords ““they or he”, the words,‘the. Chlef Commxssmner or, the - ;
: oot et Districte Maglstrate” shall “‘be: sub. Ltuted andeas o o o s :
(111) for: the wordsﬁ to-the State Governmenti the: feem s e iy
21 : or the. Dlstrlct Collector aforesaid”, the - L P
: substltuted ; R
éﬂ;' 7 Sub-sertmn (2) of section 13 shall be om1tted .; S el ey TORTTL e
= x_ i S, 3 J
& d 8. Section 14 shall be om1tted PR
3 : 2 : . ? qls = 5
A e e R LR

et ——expression-is-by this notification directed: to be otherwise- modified, the expression e
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‘ ACT. 1954 AS EXTENDED 'ro =
“THE. UNION TERRITORY OF DELHI

(Madras Act XXXIIT of 1954)

e An Act to provrde for the better control of ubli d amati
,the Shate ot Madras 7 ! public. dramatic performances in

Whereas it is expedient to provide for the better control of public dramatic
periormances in the State of-Madras; !

Be it enacted in. the Flf‘ch Year of the ‘?,epubhc of India as. follows —_ ;
1. Short title and extent — (1) This Act may be called the Madras Dramamc

>

. Performances Act, 1954 ‘
(2) Tt extends to the whole of the Union territory of Delhi. ! '
' } 72 Deﬁmtnons.—In thls Act unless the context otherwise requlres—— f N
B (1) “objectionable performance” means any play, pantomune or other )=,
ol ; drama which is likely to— : :
(1) incite any pe on to” resort to violence or sabotage for the wvurpocse
b : ~of overthrowing or undermining the Government established by
law in India or in any State thereof or its au.thorlty in any area; or
k (u) mc1te any person to commit murder sabotage or any offénce involv-
md v1olenﬂe or v
3 ; 'vr of any of the armed forces of -the Union or of
= s from his aﬂeglance or _his duty, or prejudice the
: - of persons to serve in ‘any such force or prejudice the
dis c1ph,ne of. any such force; or -~
- (iv) mﬂlte any sectlon of the ‘citizens of Indla to acts of violence agamst
any other section of the citizens of Indla or which— :
(V) is dehberarely 1ntended to outrage the re11g1ous feehngs of any class
! of the citizens of India by insulti ng or blaspheming or profaning v
_the religion or the religious behefs of that class; or .
i (Vl) is grossly indecent, or is scurrllous or obscene or intended for
i - blackmail; : :
Explanatzo'n I—A performance ‘shall o be deemed to be objectionable
= merely because in the course thereof words are uttered, or signs or
&y visible representations are made, expressing dlsapprobatlon or criti-
cism of any law or of any policy of administrative action of the = |
Government Wlth a view to obtain its alteratmn or redress by lawful New o |
g means. . : : ’ |
“‘] Explanatwn II.—In judging Whether any. performance is an objectlonable
| performance, the play, pantomlme or other drama shall be considered ik
~as a whole. r . i
(2) “Pubhc place” means any building or enclosure, or any place in the (; e

open air and any pandal where the sides 'are not enclosed to which
the pubhc are adm1tted to witness a- performance, :

(3) “Cthief Comm1ssmner” means the Chief Comm1ssxoner of De1h1

3. Power to prohibit objectionable performa.nces —(1) Whenever the Chief
Commissioner is satlsﬁed that any play, pantomnne or other drama performed or
“about to be performed in a public place is an’ ‘objectionable performance, he may,
by order stating the grounds on Whlch he con51ders the performance ob]ectxonable,
/prohlblt the performance. : . : o -

(2). No order under sub- sect1on (@D) shall be passed without giving:a reasonable
opportumty to the organizer or other principal persons responsible for the con-
duct of the performance or to the owner or occupier of th<¢ public place in which
such performance is 1ntended to take place to show cause Why the performance
should not- be prohlblted ‘

(3) Everv order made under sub sectmn (1) shall be pubhshed in the Darhl_
(}azette ~




7@ (@) Any order made Under SubSection (1) may alss, be fotified by proclama-

- tion and a written or printed notice ‘thereof*may be affixed at any place or places o

~adapted for giving information®of the order ‘to the persons intending fo ‘take part
_in the performance so prohibited. © MR ] S Y

4. Powor to prohibit objectionable performances temporasily.— (1) The District .

Magistrate may, if he is of opinion that any play, pantomime or other drama -

periormed or ‘about to be performed, being of the nature specified in section 2, is :

likely to lead to a breach of the peace, by order  stating fhe rounds for ‘such
svinion, prohibit its performance: BREn e e

Provided that ' the Disirict - Mégistrate . may reviev(r such order on an
t - application made by the person or party affected by such order. b N

order ;mde'r this secfion shall remain in force for two months from the making
thereof: : ' ‘

;*f 2 ® Rrovig;led. Vthat.tl;_e Dis’crict Mag‘istrate may, if he is .of opinion that the order
Ry g should continue in.force, by such further order or orders as he may deem fit,
-extend the period aforesaid by such further period or periods not exceeding two

~months at a time as may be specified in such order or orders. .

5. Service of order of prohibition.—A copy of the order made under section 3,

sub-sectior] (1), or under section 4, sub-section (1) or sub-section (2), may be

served personally or in such other manner as may be prescribed by rules made .

under section 13, on the organizers or other principal persons responsible for the

_conduct of or any person about to take part in, the performance so prohibited or

4 on the owner or occupier of the public place, in which such performance is intend-
e ed to take place. ; : ; g Hieeas - ainabr

referred to in section 3 or section 4 is served and who does, or willingly permits,
any .act in; disobedience of such order, shall, on conviction,  be published with

imprisonment ‘for a term which may extend to three months or with fine which
may extend to one thousand rupees, or with both.- = ' oo

7.-Penalty for disobeying prohibition.—(1) Any person who, after publication
of an order under section 3, sub-section (3), or during the period when an order
made under section 4, sub-section (1) or sub-section (2), is in force, organizes
or is respansible for the conduct of, or who with the knowledge, that such an
order under section 3 or section 4 is in force takes part in, the performance
prohibited thereby or any performance substantially the same as the performance
so prohibited, shall, on conviction, be punished with imprisonment for a term
which may extend to three months, or with fine which may extend tc one
thousand rupees, or with both. ; :

1 '(2) Any person who being the owner or occupier, Or: having the‘u_se of any

w\< public place, opens, keeps or uses the same for any performance prohibited under

. - ‘section 3 or section 4, or permits the same to be opened, kept or used for any

: such performance, shall on conviction, be punished with imprisonment for.a term

: which may extend to three months, or with fine which may extend: tc one
Z . thousand rupees, or with both. ; ; '

i 8. Power to call-for information.—(1) For the . purpose of ascertaining . the
character of any intended play, pantomime or other drama, the Chief Commis-
sioner. or such officer as he may empower in this behalf, may, by order, require
“the organizers-or other principal persons responsible for -the conduct of, or other -

~ 'persons about to take part in, such play, pantomime or other drama or the author,

proprietor or printer of the play, pantomime or other drama about to be perform-
- ed, or the awner or occupier of the place in which it is intended to be performed. to
. furnish such information as the Chief Commissioner or such officer may think

necessary. : 2 z 5 o

s .

(©2) '_Every’-pe‘r'son so required shall be bound to furnish ‘the inform

best of his ability within the time specified in such order and in case of bntfaiien-

tion shall be deemed to have committed an offence under section 176 - the Indian

~ Penal Code (Central Act XLV of 1860). o

4 Power to call for copy of purport of drama, efc.—(1) If the Chief Com-
_missioner or the District Magistrate has reason to believe that an objectionable

dramatic performance is about to take place, the Chiet Commissioner or the Distric§

Magistrate, as the case may be, may, by order, direct that no such dramatic perfor-

mance -shall -take place in any -public-place within any area, unless a copy of .thg

15

(2) Suhbject to’any order made by the Court on appeal under section _1.0,,“3._11,_

"776. Penalty for ’disbbesiing' order.'—'lA'ny person on whom a copy ‘of the order




- piece, if and 'so far as ‘it s wntten or some sufﬁcrent account of 1ts purport if
~and so far as it-is in pantomlme, has ‘been “furnished;- not less- than: seven - daysj e
bnfore the. performance to h].m g : ; 5] i3 <L

: (2) A copy of any order - made under sub—sectlon ¢1). may be served : on tne_ s
owner or cccupier of the public place in which such performance . is intended to :
take place, and if thereafter he does or willingly permits, any act in disobedience
B of such orcler, he shall, on conviction, be punished with iimprisonment, for a term
3 which may extend, fo three months, or Wlth ﬁne which- may - extend to one

thOJsand rupees, or w1th both 3

10 Appeal to H1gh Court—(l) Any pﬁerson aggr1eved by an. erd under'
section 3, siub-section (1), or under section 4, sub-sectlon (1) or sub-sectwn (2),
may.” withia -sixty ‘days -of:zthe: publication of sueh: order. under. section 3.. sub-
section - (3)." or,” as :the:.case - ‘may: ‘be,” within sixty ‘days ‘of the date on which ‘an
order under section 4, sub-section’ (1) or sub-section (2), is made, prefer an
-appeal to the High Court; and upon such appeal ‘the High. Court may pass such
orders ds it deems fito conﬁrmmg, varying or reversing 'the order ‘appealed from,
and may pass such consequent1a1 or 1nc1denta1 orders .as_ may be - necessary

) Every such appeal shall be: heard by a ‘Bench ‘of not: less than two Judges.

11; Saving -of presecutmns -under ether laws.—Where no order under section 3
orsection 4 has been made in réspect of any performance, nothing in this Act
shall bar  a ‘prosecution under ‘the Ind1an Penaﬂ Code ( Central Act XLV of 1860)
or any oth: law. - ; y

1o Prot ction for acts done m 000(1 falth —No smt prosecutlon or other legal
proceedmg shall be jnstituted against any “authority or officer for: anything which

g is in good Fa1th done or. mterded to be done under th1s Act or any rule made
Eomemma the“eunder = : :

- 13.: Power to ‘make. rules -—(1) The Ch1ef Commlssmner may, by notlﬁcatlon in
the Delhi ( azette, make rules to carry. out- the purposes of this ‘Act.
(2) e % Sl * : ks o %
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K. R. PRABHU, Dy. Secy.
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